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Ora Nissim, born 1978, is an avant-garde Judaica artist and a pioneer in the Israeli art world. 

Her work reflects her unusual life journey. In her unique way, she has discovered how to 

blend the traditionalist charedi world of her childhood with the contemporary world of art.  

Ora was born in Jerusalem’s Meah Shearim neighborhood. Her father was a full-time Torah 

scholar and her mother was a preschool teacher. She was one of twelve children. Her artistic 

talent became known when she was seven years old. She had to go to the doctor on her own 

and while she was waiting, the nurse gave her colored pencils and paper to draw with. The 

nurse was very impressed with her drawings and she called to tell her parents. Even though 

they had little money and lacked any knowledge about art, they enrolled her in art classes, 

and she began to develop in the field. 

She relates, “Even as a child I imagined every religious scene I saw in open, colorful lines. 

The chassidim I saw dressed in black and white appeared to me as colorful figures clothed 

in dresses.” 

At the age of 18 her parents expected her to study teaching like her peers, but she refused 

and wanted to develop her artistic career. Her father refused to register her at a secular art 

institution in Israel and chose instead to send her to study art in France. “There you will 

know to make the distinction between you and them,” he said. 

In this way, without a word of French and knowing little English, Ora began her art studies at 

the Beaux-Arts de Paris at the Sorbonne. 

Ora relates about this period: “Because I couldn’t understand the teacher’s explanations, I 

found my own way to create art, and I surprised both myself and others every time afresh. 

I think this was the breakthrough to my personal development.” 

A few months after she her arrival in France, her sister came to visit her. She saw the 

subjects they were learning, including “nude art” and told her parents. Her parents decided 

that she needed to immediately return to Israel. Indeed Ora returned to Israel, married for 

the first time, and had two children. All this time she continued her artwork. 

“Art was blazing inside me. I didn’t care what my parents or society thought about the art I 

created. I created endlessly, and through my art I told the story of my life. I created for 

myself a world of freedom full of colors and feelings, a world without limits or borders. 

“Art gave me the strength to reshape my life, to break down barriers and choose my path 

and religious identity, to get divorced and remarry without a shidduch (arranged 

marriage), for love and making my own choice. 

“When I get asked which religious stream I belong to, I choose to tell the significance of my 

drawings of chassidim. Chassidish characters wear black and white, and are drawn with 

clear lines. I chose to represent a multifaceted, multicolored Judaism. There are many 

ways to be a Jew, and every person is entitled to choose his color and path in serving God. 

This is what I believe regarding Judaism and religion, and therefore I choose to create a 

joyous, free Jewish world, one which offers different possibilities.  

“My Jerusalem is a city ‘united together’. A new Jerusalem is created from an entire 

mosaic of figures, religions, and cultures – a Jerusalem which aspires to peace and 

redemption.” 



Ora paved her way by herself and began to participate in various art exhibitions and 

initiatives in Israel and worldwide.  

“I had great difficulty in persuading owners of art galleries in Israel, and particularly in 

Jerusalem, to accept Judaica as modern, abstract, and daring art, but I believed in my 

approach, and my art became more and more expressive and bold.” 

At the same time, Ora participated in many exhibitions in Israel and overseas (see Appendix).  

Ora relates: “I took upon myself to impart everyone with the courage and strength to 

believe in their individual way of creation and development. For over 22 years I have 

taught art to dozens of women from the chareidi sector in my private studio. As a result, 

there is now an entire generation of women artists who currently earn a living from art. I 

have lectured on topics of empowerment of women throughout Israel, through the Israel 

Association of Community Centers. During my lectures, I tell my story and describe the 

journey of my life: “From Meah Shearim to the World of Art”. 

In 2018, Ora opened her own art gallery in the heart of Jerusalem, at 153 Jaffa Street.  

“The decision to open a gallery came from a desire to spread modern art also to those who 
are not declared art enthusiasts. The society from which I came unfortunately views 
modern art as “frivolity”. The language of modern art is hard to stomach for a conservative 
society. I am delighted to see the diverse audience who visits the gallery and learns to get 
to know and enjoy modern art. 
“It isn’t easy to make a living from art, but nevertheless I choose it every time anew.  
I am happy to have received – among other things – six international art awards” (see 
appendix of exhibitions and projects). 
Ora’s works are on display in many collections in Israel and worldwide, including in the 

Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem hotel. 

Ora serves as the source of inspiration for many artists. 

www.oranissim.com 

  



Appendix of Exhibitions and Projects – Ora Nissim 

 
Solo exhibitions  
 

2010 – “Scenery and Longing “ – Jerusalem Theatre halls. Curator: Nurit Katzir 

2011 – “Life and Scenery in Jerusalem” – Jerusalem City Hall, Safra Square, in the 

municipality gallery. Curator: Madeline Vanunu  

2011 – “The Scenery of My Childhood” – The Prima Royale Hotel, Jerusalem  

2014 – A permanent art display in the lobby of the Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem hotel and in 

the presidential suites  

2016 – “Inspiration and Imagination” – Hechal Shlomo, Jerusalem  

 

Group exhibitions and projects  

2010 – “Flowers and Orchids” – Maale Hachamisha Hotel. Curator: Reli Wasser  

2011 – “Femininity” – Minus 3 Gallery, Tel Aviv. Curators: Roni Oz, Reli Wasser  

2011 – “Children are a Joy” – Larger than Life organization  

2012 – “Home Decor” – ZeZeZE Architecture Gallery, Tel Aviv Port. Curator: Reli Wasser  

2012 – “In the Eyes of the Beholder” – Gallery on Lake, Ra’anana. Curator: Roni Oz 

2012 – “Jerusalem Mix” – Minus 3 Gallery, 65 Rothschild Street, Tel Aviv. Curator: Reli 

Wasser  

2012 – “Book launch: ‘The Art of Combining Art’”, Union of Journalists in Israel, Tel Aviv. 

Producers: Naomi Berkowitz and Roni Oz.  

2012 – “The Power of Color” – Attorney’s Office, Museum Tower, Tel Aviv. Curator: Bella 

Zaichik Shomer  

2012 – “Touches of Color” – Jerusalem City Hall, Safra Square, in the municipality gallery. 

A joint production by Ora Nissim in association with the Torah Culture Division of the 

Jerusalem Municipality. 

2012 – “A Naive Light Over Jerusalem” – Jerusalem Cinematheque. Curator: Noemi Eshet-

Rosenzweig 

2013 – “Beauty Spots” – Gallery on Lake, Ra’anana. Curator: Roni Oz 

2014 – Inspired by the films at the Jerusalem Cinematheque, April 2014. Curator: Shiri Meir 

2014 – “Israel AIDS Task Force” – Bank Hapoalim exhibition, Tel Aviv. Curator: Limor Cohen 

2014 – “Nuances” – an exhibition in association with the Haredi Division, Safra Square, 

Jerusalem 



2014 – “Orr Shalom for Children and Youth at Risk” organization – Donation event, Tel Aviv 

Port. 

2014 – “Bookface” – Art exhibition, Jerusalem Theatre. Curator: Shiri Meir  

2014 – “About Art” – Munich, Germany. Curator: Limor Cohen 

2015 – “Israel AIDS Task Force” – Bank Hapoalim exhibition, Tel Aviv. Curator: Limor Cohen 

2015 – “Music” – Art exhibition at the Jerusalem Theatre. Curator: Noga Arad-Ayalon 

2016 – “Israel AIDS Task Force” – Bank Hapoalim exhibition, Tel Aviv. Curator: Limor Cohen 

2017 – Sotheby’s – The international exhibition, Vienna, October 2017. Curator: Michael 

Schmidt-Ott 

2017 – “Moonlit Night Sonata” – Jerusalem Theatre. Curator: Michal Sadan  

2017 – “Israel AIDS Task Force” – Bank Hapoalim exhibition, Tel Aviv. Curator: Limor Cohen 

2018 – Art Expo, NYC in association with the art magazine, Gold List, produced by Dafna 

Navarro  

2018 – Caravaggio International Prize for Contemporary Art, The Small Theater in Milan, 

Italy, February 2018 

2018 – Hala – The new Jerusalem International Comprehensive Breast Clinic opening 

ceremony – art exhibition with Rabbi Michoel Sorotzkin  

2019 – Botticelli International Prize for artwork, Borghese Palace in Florence, Italy, February 

2019 

2019 – MEAM, European Museum of Modern Art, April 2019, Barcelona. Art exhibition at 

the museum, and recipient of the Velázquez Prize for Plastic Arts 

2019 – Giotto International Prize – Art Prize, Lisbon, November 2019 

2021 – Spectrum Brooklyn, NYC – Digital Art exhibition and recipient of the Outstanding 

Artist certificate, Brooklyn, New York 

2022 – Arts prize (my 6th award), Assylum Chapel, London. “The Best Modern and 

Contemporary Artists London Prize,” December 7, London. 

 


